Who killed Bigfoot?

Careless hunter does in Sasquatch in Whitefish, Weekly World News reports

By PATIA STEPHENS

Amazingly, the Weekly World
News managed to scoop the Whitefish
Pilot on what some would consider the
story of the century

According to the Florida-based
tabloid newspaper, the “only Bigfoot
in captivity has been shot to death —
the vicum of a careless hunter” in
Whitefish.

The incident, which allegedly oc-
curred June 5 “at a secret compound
near Flathead National Forest,” is
regarded as an incalculable “loss 1o the
scientific world,” according to zoolo-
gist Dr. Michael Crofeld, whois quoted

in the WWN story.

The 7-foot tall, 350-pound
Sasquatch was only the second such
creature ever L‘;ll’lunﬁd. llL'COl'dlllg 1o
the article, which said the first — also
captured in Montana — escaped days
after its March 1991 capture. The
unidentified hunter allegedly climbed
over the barbed wire fence surround-
ing Bigfoot and killed him with two
blasts to the heart.

“He was just beginning 1o over-
come his species’ fear of mankind and
leaming to trust us,” Crofeld said in
the story. Now an over-zealous gun
nut has ruined everything.”

There was no mention of whether

the sportsman would be prosecuted for
hunting out of season.

Inan interview with the Pilot, WWN
Managing Editor Sal Ivone said the
incident was initially reported by a
lelephone caller,

“That happens quite often,”
Ivone.

Ivone explained that the tabloid’s
policy is to pursue stories many other
news media would ignore.

“It will be regarded by most other
newspapers as ridiculous, outlandish
or ludicrous — too much of a story,”
he said. “If somebody in your arca
claimed Bigfoot ran off with his wife,
how are you going to sell it 1o your

said

editor? Your editor will think it’s in-
sane. [ don’t have any problem selling
it 1o my editor.”

He said the paper lends legitimacy
to the claims of those whom most
would shun and even ridicule.

“For example, a professor in lowa
made a proposal in a scientific journal
that we should blow up the moon with
atomic weapons — his scientific basis
was that it would turn Earth into a
Garden of Eden,” he said. “Our editor
said, ‘This is a page one story ...." We
decided to take it seriously.

“Two weeks later it’s on the front
page of the Wall Street Journal ... then
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Scientist’s heartbreaking announcement stuns scientific world!
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WHITEFISH, Mont. — “Big-
foot is dead!™

With those solemn words, zoologist
Dr. Michael Crofeld officially informed
the world that the only Bigfoot in cup-
tivity hias been shot to death — the vic-
tim of a clrclcss hunter!
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a week later in the New York Times g News 10 be an lnformed VOler.
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